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We must keep in mind that change, though 
lately speeded up, is not the especial 
attribute of our century: on the contrary, 
change has ever been at work.
Elizabeth Bowen, ‘Listening In’

All changed, changed utterly: 
A terrible beauty is born. W.B. Yeats, ‘Easter 1916’

IASIL 2016



In  the year in which Ireland marks the 100th anniversary of the 
Easter Rising, IASIL 2016 invites a wide-ranging discussion of 
change in Irish culture. 2016 also marks the fiftieth anniversary of 

the death of Frank O’Connor, a writer whose life was irrevocably changed 
by the experience of political revolution, and whose writings reflect cease-
lessly on blocked paths to change in the Ireland of his day.

To what extent has Ireland changed because of its literature? Have 
we been too preoccupied with narratives of revolution and crisis?

Do we have a sufficiently nuanced and differentiated sense 
of change across the centuries of Irish writing?

We invite writers, practitioners and critics to address the shaping role of 
literature in Irish life and to consider the question of whether Irish Studies 
itself needs to change in the face of shifting social realities. 
In addition to the history of political, social and cultural change, the confer-
ence theme addresses temporalities of change; the literature of changed 
lives; the affective power of literature to generate change; the experience 
of migration and travel; and the languages, media and forms though which 
Irish literatures move across time and space. 
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Participants are invited to consider the topic 
in a wide range of ways, which may include:

• Change as it is experienced between places, states and cultures, 
bearing in mind Ireland’s complex experience of inward and 
outward migration;

• Changes across times and periods, in the context of political 
revolution; historical change; and theories of transmission and 
transformation;

• The changes that occur when Irish writing is adapted, 
digitized and translated;

• The changing history of media and cultural forms: 
adaptation, remediation, seriality and sequels;

• Continuities in Irish culture.

Plenary lectures will be given by:

Dr Heather Laird, University College Cork
Dr Anne Mulhall, University College Dublin
Prof Jahan Ramazani, University of Virginia

Hosted by UCC’s School of English, 
the conference welcomes papers that 
embrace the full range of research 
within the School, including creative 
writing; digital humanities; film and 
screen media. 

IASIL 2016 will also feature a 
programme of cultural events and 
performances in Cork city, as well as 
an afternoon trip to Cobh, including 
the Queenstown Story at the Cobh 
Heritage Centre.

Sculpture comemorating Annie 
Moore and her two brothers in 
Cobh. Annie was the first immi-
grant to the United States to pass 
through the Ellis Island facility in 
New York Harbour.



Deadline for abstract submission and panel proposals: 31 
January 2015. Abstracts no longer than 300 words, please; 
panels should ideally comprise 3 members. 

Please also include a brief biography (50 words including 
affiliation). Individual papers should be no more than 20 
minutes in duration.

All participants must be current members of IASIL 
in good standing.

The full fee for the conference will be confirmed by autumn 
2015. Registration fees will be waived for postgraduate 
research students whose papers are accepted for delivery 
at the conference. Daily rates not available. University 
accommodation will be offered to all delegates, and the cost 
will be in the region of €30 per night. The conference banquet 
will be an additional cost.

Conference committee: Prof Claire Connolly; Prof Alex Davis; 
Dr Lee Jenkins; Dr Adam Hanna; Dr Heather Laird; Dr Barry 
Monahan; Dr Maureen O’Connor; Dr Clíona Ó Gallchoir; Dr 
Anna Pilz.

Email address for abstracts/panel proposals and further 
information: iasil2016@ucc.ie
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