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The Representation of Ireland/s. Images from Outside and from Within is a multi-authored and 
interdisciplinary project that explores some of the discursive formations underlying the imagined 
communities of Ireland and their representation through cultural and literary texts. 

The authors are international scholars working in the area of Irish Studies, who approach their subjects 
from such diverse disciplines as history, sociology, cultural theory, film, media and literary studies.  

Though laying no claim to comprehensiveness, the volume provides highly nuanced insights into a wide 
range of past and current attempts at self-defining, describing, visualising, imagining, inventing, 
reformulating and translating Ireland and the Irish at home and abroad. 

The essays, which engage with representation in its broadest sense –   as the construction and reproduction 
of images and of ideas, whether in some material form or formulated in the mind –  have been grouped into 
the following sections: 

I – Modes of Representation    

•“Irish History and Irish Historical Narrative” by Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh   
• “Signs of the Times: Murals and Political Transformation in Northern Ireland” by Bill Rolston   
• “Bloody Sunday: Dramatising Popular History in TV Film” by Lance Pettitt   
• “Irishness According to one of Ireland’s Leading Newspapers: The Irish Times  by Jean Mercereau    
• “All That You Can’t Leave Behind: U2 and Irishness” by Inés Praga-Terente   

II – Images of Colonial Ireland    

• “Making the Irish ‘English’:  William Cobbett’s A History Of The Protestant ‘Reformation’ In England And 
Ireland” by Timothy Keane    
• “The Literary Representation of Anglo-Ireland in the Work of Somerville & Ross and Elizabeth Bowen:  
Towards a Theology of Space” by Silvia Diez-Fabre    

III – Images of the North    

• “The English Perception of the Irish Question” by Lesley Lelourec   
• “Justice Distorted and Restored: Looking to the Future” by  Christian Mailhes   
• “Orange Narratives of  the Battle of The Diamond” by Wesley Hutchinson            
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IV – Language    

• “The Mermaids on Land: The Exile of the Irish at Home and Abroad in the Poetry of Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill” by 
Ríóna Ní Fhrighil   
• “Ar Oscailt – New Openings. Short Films in the Irish Language since the Advent of TG4 by Ruth Lysaght    
• “The ‘Verbomotor’ Society of The Playboy Of The Western World  (J. M. Synge, 1907): An Analysis of the 
Tandem Language-Reality” by Rosana Herrero-Martín   

V – Gender    

• “From Cathleen to Medea: Greek Myth and Tragic Motherhood in Marina Carr’s By The Bog Of Cats…” by 
Luz Mar González-Arias    
• “Gender Relations in Brian Friel’s Translations: Re-Mapping the Postcolonial Agenda” by Marisol Morales  
• “Who’s Afraid of Being Irish?: Women’s Alienation and Nationalism in two Plays by Anne Devlin” by 
Auxiliadora Pérez-Vides   

VI – Literary Imaginings    

• “History as Embroidery” by  Munira H. Mutran    
• “The Hero on the Shore: Yeats’s On Baile’s Strand Revisited” by Keith Gregor     
•“Reconstructions of Irishness in Samuel Beckett’s Rough For Theatre I And The Old Tune” by Katherine Weiss       
• “Material and Metaphysical Truths: Flann O’Brien and Irish Catholicism” by Carlos Villar-Flor    
• “Light and Shadows : The Image Revealed (From James Joyce To Paul Durcan)” by Anne Goarzin    
• “Mock-Heroic Recollections of London & Belfast in R. Mcliam Wilson’s Ripley Bogle” by Juan Fco Elices  

VII – Contesting Received Images    

• “In or Out?: Sean O’Faolain, an Irregular on the Run” by Alfred Markey    
• “Eavan Boland’s Rewriting Of Mother Ireland: ‘I Won’t Go Back To It- / My Nation Displaced / Into Old 
Dactyls’” by Pilar Villar-Argáiz    
• “Subversive Discourse and Social Politics: Women’s Imaginaire in Contemporary Irish Short Fiction” by      
Angela M.T. Ryan    
• “Bodily Secrets: Ireland in the Early 1980s” by David Pierce   
• “Visions in Neil Jordan’s The Butcher Boy  (1997) by Maite Padrós    
• “Sex in the Fair City: Representations of Relationships in Recent  Irish Television” by Tony Tracy    

VIII – Intercultural Links    

• “The Spanish Connection” by  Patricia Trainor    
• “Ireland and the Irish Seen From Galicia” by José Manuel & Margarita Estévez-Saá    
• “James Sheridan Knowles’ The Guerrilla: Sketches of Spanish Character. The Representation of Ireland 
Through Spain” by Asier Altuna-García de Salazar    
• “How the Irish Became ‘Gauchos Ingleses’: Shared Values and Cultural Representations in Irish-Argentine 
Literature” by Edmundo Murray    
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