The Life and After–Life of P.H. Pearse

FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS

‘Criticism is always a compliment; to one conscious of human imperfections, unmeasured praise is an insult’. (‘An Craoibhín Aoibhinn’, An Claidheamh Soluis, 18 April 1903)

P.H.Pearse is one of the most contested figures in Irish history. More than most, his reputation has been subject to the vagaries of politics on the island. Pearse, as an abstracted and abused icon, has become increasingly detached from the writings and actions of the man.

To commemorate the ninetieth anniversary of his death, University College Dublin will host a conference to re-examine the life and legacy of P. H. Pearse. It will look at the significance of Pearse as an educationalist, journalist, Irish language advocate, short story writer, radical thinker and militarist. Pearse might be said to have offered a map for the development of social, cultural and political ideas in Ireland for the twentieth century and this conference will aim to assess the co-ordinates of that map and the successes and failures of this vision for the island. Furthermore, it will consider the relevance of Pearse and his work in the twenty-first century and will question what is to be gained from a revised study of his work. Papers may be presented through the medium of  Irish or English and keynote speakers will include Professor Declan Kiberd and Dr Angela Bourke. 

The conference will take place on Friday 28th and Saturday 29th April 2006. It will be run jointly between the School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish Folklore and Linguistics and the Humanities Institute of Ireland, University College Dublin. Abstracts of 250 words are invited from scholars of varied disciplines. It is intended that sessions will be organised around the themes of Language and Literature, History and Politics, Journalism and Society, and Education. Conference contributions will form the basis of a significant publication. Expressions of interest from research students should be accompanied by the attached form, outlining academic affiliation and giving the name of the supervisor of research. The deadline for proposals and expressions of interest is 16th January 2006. These should be emailed to: roisin.Higgins@ucd.ie, anna.uichollatain@ucd.ie, or angela.bourke@ucd.ie, or sent by post to Dr Regina Uí Chollatáin, School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish Folklore and Linguistics, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, or Dr Roisín Higgins, Humanities Institute of Ireland, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, or Dr Angela Bourke, School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish Folklore and Linguistics, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4.

Pádraig Mac Piarais: Saol agus Oidhreacht

AN CHÉAD GHAIRM DO PHÁIPÉIR 

‘Criticism is always a compliment; to one conscious of human imperfections, unmeasured praise is an insult’. (‘An Craoibhín Aoibhinn’, An Claidheamh Soluis, 18 Aibreán 1903)

Tá Pádraig Mac Piarais ar na laochra is conspóidí i stair na hÉireann. Déantar clú an Phiarsaigh a mheas faoi scáth thionchair pholaitíochta ilchineálacha ar oileán na hÉireann trí chéile. Le himeacht aimsire, sonraítear deighilt mhór idir scríbhinní agus gníomhartha an fhir dhaonna agus Pádraig Mac Piarais, an laoch. 

Nócha bliain ó Cháisc na bliana 2006 a daoradh an Piarsach chun báis, agus chun comóradh a dhéanamh ar ócáid a bháis, tá An Coláiste Ollscoile Baile Átha Cliath chun Comhdháil a reachtáil chun athchuairt a thabhairt agus athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar shaol agus ar oidhreacht Phádraig Mhic Phiarais.  

Braitear oidhreacht an Phiarsaigh go fóill ar shochaí na hÉireann san aonú haois is fiche agus san athbhreithniú seo, féachfar ar thábhacht an Phiarsaigh mar oideachasóir, mar iriseoir, mar scríbhneoir nualitríocht na Gaeilge, mar dhuine a d’oibrigh go dian, díograiseach ar son na Gaeilge, mar fhealsúnaí raidiceach agus mar réabhlóidí. Is féidir a áiteamh gur sholáthair sé léarscáil d’fhorbairt tuairimíochta ar chúrsaí sóisialta, cultúrtha agus polaitíochta na hÉireann agus is é cuspóir na Comhdhála seo léirmheas a dhéanamh ar theorainneacha agus ar threoir na léarscáile sin i gcomhthéacs bhuanna agus laigí an oileáin. Maraon leis sin, déanfar saothar agus tuairimíocht an Phiarsaigh a mheas i gcomhthéacs an aonú haois is fiche, agus pléifear impleachtaí athbhreithnithe ar a chuid oibre trí chéile. Is féidir páipéir a thabhairt i nGaeilge nó i mBéarla.  Beidh an tOllamh Declan Kiberd agus an Dr Aingeal de Búrca ina bpríomhchainteoirí ag an  gComhdháil.

Reachtálfar an Chomhdháil ar an Aoine 28 agus ar an Satharn 29 Aibreán 2006 faoi chúrám Scoil na Gaeilge, an Léinn Cheiltigh, Bhéaloideas Éireann agus na Teangeolaíochta i gcomhar le hInstitiúid na hÉireann don Léann Daonna, An Coláiste Ollscoile Baile Átha Cliath. Tugtar cuireadh do scoláirí ó dhisciplíní éagsúla moltaí 250 focal a chur isteach. Eagrófar seisiúin ar théamaí éagsúla, Teanga agus Litríocht, Stair agus Polaitíocht, Iriseoireacht agus Forbairtí socheolaíocha, agus Cúrsaí Oideachais, ina measc, agus foilseofar imeachtaí na Comhdhála. Iarrtar ar mhic léinn iarchéime an fhoirm iniata a líonadh agus ainm a stiúrthóra a chur isteach. Is é 16 Eanáir 2006 an sprioclá do mholtaí.  Seol ríomhphost chuig anna.uichollatain@ucd.ie, roisin.Higgins@ucd.ie nó angela.bourke@ucd.ie, nó gnáthphost chuig an Dr Regina Uí Chollatáin, Scoil na Gaeilge, an Léinn Cheiltigh, Bhéaloideas Éireann agus na Teangeolaíochta, nó Dr Roisín Higgins, Institiúid na hÉireann don Léann Daonna, nó an Dr Aingeal de Búrca, Scoil na Gaeilge, an Léinn Cheiltigh, Bhéaloideas Éireann agus na Teangeolaíochta, An Coláiste Ollscoile Baile Átha Cliath, Belfield, Baile Átha Cliath 4.  
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