[image: image1.jpg][GONE]

Site-specific Works
by Dorothy Cross





An Exhibition at the McMullen Museum, Boston College

Thursday, April 14 through Tuesday, July 12, 2005

The Museum is free, open to the public, and handicapped accessible. 

For directions, parking, and public programs see www.bc.edu/artmuseum or call 617-552-8100.

The exhibition catalogue, GONE: Site-specific Works by Dorothy Cross, by Prof. Robin Lydenberg (Boston: McMullen Museum and University of Chicago Press, 2005) runs 122 pages, including 123 color photographs and a substantial critical text by the author. It is available on line or in person at the Boston College Bookstore, or from University of Chicago Press. 

BOSTON COLLEGE McMULLEN MUSEUM OF ART HOSTS EXHIBITION OF WORKS BY CONTEMPORARY ARTIST DOROTHY CROSS 
GONE: Site-specific Works by Dorothy Cross: April 14 – July 12, 2005
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CHESTNUT HILL, MA (4-05) — This spring, the McMullen Museum of Art at Boston College will host GONE: Site-specific Works by Dorothy Cross, which brings attention to the internationally renowned artist’s work in this genre. Cross will attend and speak at the April 14 opening reception (see below); the exhibition will be on display through July 12, 2005. 

The exhibition—the first to make the publicly acclaimed site-specific work by one of Ireland’s most outstanding contemporary artists available to an expanded audience and to permanently document Cross’s work in that genre in a catalogue—will be on display April 14-July 12, 2005.  

“This exhibition is the brainchild of [Boston College English Department] Professor Robin Lydenberg, a renowned literary critic and cultural theorist, who has been studying the site-specific art of Dorothy Cross, one of Ireland’s most celebrated contemporary artists, for several years,” said McMullen Museum Director and Professor of Art History Nancy Netzer. “In the accompanying catalogue, she has written an inspired scholarly analysis of this ephemeral work. The McMullen audience will have the unique opportunity to examine the entire scope of Cross’s site-specific art at a single location.” 
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GONE: Site-specific Works by Dorothy Cross 
By Prof. Robin Lydenberg

Using a variety of media, Cross engages the particularities of a given time and place, while simultaneously capturing the psychic commonality of anxiety and desire. Her work is highly conceptual and theoretical, but retains the actuality of place and the materiality of the object. Temporary site-specific works are generally seen by relatively few spectators and leave no concrete, lasting form; they are preserved through documentation in photographs, videos or written accounts. 

The exhibition comprises 68 color and black-and-white photographs documenting Cross's installations, and two slide projections of images that evoke the presence of the original works. In addition, four videos and sculptural objects will be installed in the museum galleries to approximate the original viewing space; there also will be a monumental outdoor video projection. 

“The multi-media projects assembled here were executed over the past decade in such varied locations as a Byzantine church in Istanbul and an abandoned handball court in Galway,” said exhibition curator and Boston College English Department Professor Robin Lydenberg. “Because these pieces were often created in remote places and for very short periods of time, they were seen by relatively small audiences. 

“The McMullen Museum exhibition documents these ‘GONE’ works in photographs, videos and sculptures from the original installations. The stunningly illustrated catalogue includes Cross’s account of the conceptual and technical evolution of several of the works,” added Lydenberg, whose commentary provides the first in-depth analysis of these projects. The exhibition will be organized into three thematic sections: “The Return of the Repressed,” “The Impossibility of Desire” and “The Inevitability of Loss." 

[MEDIA NOTE: Exhibition images available upon request from the McMullen Museum: call Naomi Blumberg at (617) 552-4676.] 
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